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INTRODUCTION 
Today~ 1vith the \vorld divided into t vm camps, Africa 
rema ins t he last uncommitted continent. Althou&~ lacking in 
n atural re s ources such as iron, coal, and petroleum, Africa 
is rich in uranium, mangru~ese, cobalt, copper, diamonds, g old, 
and other minerals. 
~vi th an area four times that of the United St ates~ 
and a p opulat i on of 198~000,000 people 1, Africa's importance 
to the f ree v,rorld is obvious. 
Yet, the misconceptions the typical American holds 
ab out the continent of Africa are many and varied. It is not 
uncommon to find people \vho think of Africa only in terms of 
jungle, desert, vlild a..."1imals, and half-nal{ed savages. 
Not having had the opportunity of visiting !~rica~ 
mo st Americans derive 1·rha t knmvledge they have of that conti-
nent from books, magazines, nevrspapers, motion pictures, and 
r adio and television broadcasts. 
Rm•rever, it "'as not the purpose of this s t.udy to dis-
cuss and analyze the mi s conceptions Americans have of Afri ca . 
Rather, i t vras to determine the picture of Africa presented 
by a segment of the American press. 
Another ob jecti ve was to determine ,t.rhich types or 
cate gories of news received the greatest coverage i n the 
i 
nei'lspapers studied. 
An additional aim vras to evaluate the performance of 
the individual nei'rspapers in presenting news df Africa. 
Also, another purpose of this study rras to determine 
which countries or territories of Africa furnished the most 
nevrs . 
Finally, a comparison was made betvteen the ti.Yo nevvs-
papers which had the largest amount of African nevrs, and the 
other 24 papers studied. 
The follOi·Ting methodology v.ras adopted. The 26 news-
papers, selected on the basis of availability and geographic 
location, 1r1ere given a code number. (See chart A) 
A listing of the ne1·1spapers and their code numbers 
follO'i·TS: 
The Atlanta Constitution 001 
The Baltimore Sun 002 
The Boston Herald 003 
The Burlington Free Press 004 
The Chicago Tribune 005 
The Dallas Times Herald 006 
The Denver Post 007 
The Des Moines Register 008 
The Detroit Free Press 009 
The Deseret Nei·Ts Telegram 010 
The Kansas City Star 011 
The Los Angeles Times 012 
ii 
The Louisville Courier 
The !Vd a..'Tlli Herald 
The Mil1•raukee Journal 
The Ne1~1 York Times 
The Nei·T York Herald Tribune 
The Portland Oregonian 
The Philadelphia Bulletin 
The Portland (Me.) Press Herald 
The Providence Journal 
The Richmond Times Dispatch 
The San Francisco Chronicle 
The St. Louis Post Dispatch 
The Hashington Post 
The Christian Science Ivlonitor 
013 
014 
015 
016 
017 
018 
019 
020 
021 
022 
023 
024 
025 
026 
The countries, colonies, and territories of Africa 
v1ere e.lso assigned code numbers . 
A listing of these areas and their code numbers 
follm•JS: 
French North Africa 
iugeria 
French Morocco 
Tunisia 
-~~slo-Egyptian Sudan 
1-mgola 
Belgian Congo 
1 
2 
3 
4 
iii 
British East Africa 
Kenya 
The Uganda Protectorate 
Tanganyilca 
British Somaliland 
British South Africa 
Basutoland 
Bechuanaland 
Svmziland Protectorate 
British \vest Africa 
Ni geria 
British Cameroons 
Gambia 
Sierra Leone 
Central ~Jrican Federation 
Southern ru~odesia 
Northern Rhodesia 
Nyasaland Protectorate 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
French Equatorial Africa 
Cameroons 
Togoland 
French Somaliland 
French ~·Test lu'ri c a 
Senegal 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
iv 
Guinea 
Ivory Coast 
Upper Volta 
Dahomey 
French Suda.'IJ. 
Haurat anie. 
Ni ger 
Gold Coast State 
As hanti a,nd the Northern Territories 
Togoland 
Liberia 
Libya 
Mozambi que 
Portuguese Guinea 
Spa..ni sh .Africa 
Spanish Guinea 
Spanish Morocco 
Spanish VTe st Africa 
Soma li land 
Union of South A~frica 
Transvaal 
Cape of Good Hope 
Orange Free State 
Natal 
South-Vlest Africa 
Africa (the continent a s e, '\·rhole) 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
v 
All nevvs concerning Afri ca v·ras clipped from t he 26 
ne-...mpapers during a three-v1eek period. The vreeks examined 
vrere: Nov. 15 - 21 (1954); Dec. 26 (1954) - Jan. 1 (1955); 
and Jan . 22 - 28 (1955). (See chart B) 
The nevrs thus collected l·ras ru1.alyzed and broken dm·m 
into 14 categories. 2 The code number and an explanation of 
each of the categ ories follm·rs: 
1. i1AR 
This c ategory would normally cover stories concerning 
military operations by one country, or a group of countries, 
a gainst another coftntry, or group of countries. It did not 
cover news of guerilla actions Hhich 1·rere primarily political 
in nat~~e. During the period of this study no stories in 
c eteg ory 1 were recorded. 
2. POLITICAL 
This group included stories chiefly concerned 1·rith 
the domestic g overnment and policies of the country from v-Thich 
the nevrs originated . The follm·ring story f a lls in the 
POLITICAL category: 
CASABLANCA, Morocco, Dec. 29 (AP) Seven 
!·.foroccons and a Frenchmcm \-Tere ki·lled Monday 
in 10 nationalist at t a ck s in the Casablru1.ca 
area . T,,,,o Moroccans vrere lvoufided. The 
attac1rers escaped. 3 
3. FOP..EIGN RELATIONS 
In t hi s category vlere included all political stories 
vi 
involving the col.llltry from 1vh1ch the ne\vs ori ginated r:.Ji th one 
or more other col.llltries. Also included ~>rere stories concern-
ing the relations beti·reen countries and t heir colonies. E.g.: 
PARIS, Dec. 30 --{AP) Premier Pierre 
Mendes-France conferred Thursday \vi th French 
and Tunisian ministers negotiating terms of 
greater self-gover~~ent for the North A~frican 
protectorates. 
After the meeting , the head of the 
T~misian delegation, minister of state Mongi 
Slim, said it had been agreed that the French-
Tunisian negotiations shou~d 9e speeded up 
11 to reach a quick solution.n 4 
4. DEFENSE 
In this category was ne\'lS concerning the defense 
measures of the various countries. Only one story of this 
type appeared during the study. It concerned an ammQ~ition 
factory built by the Egyptian government. 
Not included in this category were stories covering 
attempts by countries to form alliances for defense. Such 
stories \vere placed in category 3 - FOHEIGN REL...!\.TIONS. 
5. ECONOMICS 
This division vras concerned 1-1ith the economic affairs 
of a country and included stories about industry, imports, 
exports, natural resources, labor, trade agreements, etc. 
E.g.: 
CAIRO, Jru~. 1 (Saturday) (U.P.) The 
retiring United States ambassador to Egypt 
said today he believes the revolutionary gov-
ernment of Premier Gamal Abdel Nasser will 
succeed in its make-or-break battle to bolster 
this country's economy. 
Vii 
Ambassador Jefferson Caffrey, vrho 
'"'ill relinquish his post later this month, 
said the u. s. Government gave evidence of 
this conviction in granting economic aid to 
Egypt. 5 
6. CULTURAL 
In this category rms news of fine arts, entertainment, 
literature, history, etc. 
An example of this category follm-1s: 
CAIRO (UP) Furthur excavation of King 
Cheeps' "solar boat'' uncovered five 18-foot 
cedar oars 11in very good condition11 on the 
deck of the historic craft Tuesday, archeolo-
gist Kamal El Malla..lch reported. 
T1renty-fi ve of the 42 heavy 
blocks covering the boat have been 
enabling El ].fallakh to est~mate it 
long and seven feet vride. 
stone 
removed, 
is 120 feet 
7. EDUCATION, SCIENCE, AND TECBNICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
This category included all stories of scientific 
developments and discoveries, and ne1·rs of education. 
8. RELIGIOUS 
This division covered all stories about religion, 
excluding those that 1vere political in nature. 
9. CRIME 
This category included all crime news of a non-poli-
tical nature. 
10. JUDICIAL lL~D LEGAL 
This division covered stories dealing vli th judicial 
viii 
interpretations and decisions, civil suits and la-vrs not poli-
tical in nature. 
11. DISASTER 
This category covered nevvs of disasters such as train 
vll"'ecks, earthquakes, etc., 1-1hich resulted in loss of life or 
destruction of property. 
12. HUMAN INTEREST 
Human interest news covered feature stories concern-
ing personalities, celebrities, sex, amusements, etc. It also 
included material on the oddities of nature and human temper-
ment. 
13. SOCIAL 1-1EASURES 
This group concerned stories of welfare and other 
measures not primarily political .in content. Examples of this 
type of ne'\vs i·.rould be relief, rehabilitation, social security, 
etc. 
14~ SPORTS 
Under this category was grouped all news of sports 
and sporting events. 
The position in v1hich each story appeared in the nevis-
paper -vras also noted. The positions vrere broken dovm into 
six divisions~ and each assigned a code number. 7 
Position One - Page one, column eight 
ix 
Position Two 
n Three 
n 
It 
II 
Four 
Five 
Six 
- Page one, column one 
- Page one, column t1·10 t}l..rough seven 
above fold 
- Page one, all stories belovT fold 
- Run of paper, column one 
- Run of paper, column tvm t:hrough eight 
The stories, after being clipped from the ne·w·spapers ~ 
1-rere pasted up on a code sheet. The date, newspaper, category, 
position, country, and length in inches (including the head) 
l'lere recorded on the code sheet. 
The sample code sheet vrhich folloi'l'S indicates that 
the story headed "Jammed Ship Blocks Suez", appeared on page 
one, in a column among t 1-ro through seven above the fold, in 
the Jan. 1~ 1955 edition of the Portl~nd Oregonian. Its length 
'\vas four inches and it was placed in category 11 (DISASTER ). 
X 
COUNIRY- c~ 
JAMMED SHIP 
BLOCKS SUEZ 
CAIRO, Oi!c .31 CAP) 
DATE. 
PAPER 
CAT. 
PO.S. 
INCHES 
SAMPLE CODE SHEET 
J, Iss-,, 
Ot{S 
If 
ikU 
4-
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPERS 
CFLJ\RT B - Part I 
Atlanta Constitution 
Balti.more sun-
Boston Herald 
Burlington. Free Press · 
Chicago Tribune 
Dallas Times Herald 
Denver Post 
De s Moines Register 
Detroit Free Press 
Deseret Nei-rs Telegram 
Kansas City Star 
Los Angeles Times 
Louisville CourJ.er 
:Miami. Hera.Lct 
Ylilvraukee Journal 
Nev·T York Ti.mes 
New York Herald Tri.bune 
Port l and Oregonian 
Philadelphia Bulleti.n 
Portland Press Herald 
Providence Journal 
Richmond Ti mes Dispatch 
San Francisco Chronlc.Le 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
i'Tashingt on Post 
Christian Science ~onitor 
x - Used in the Study 
Not Published 
.-1 - Unavailable 
15 lo 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
xii i 
November 
17 1 8 12_ 20 21 
X "<T X X J >. 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X .. 
X X X X X 
X X~ X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X 
X X X X 
X v X X X J>. 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X 
CHART B - Part II 
Atlanta Constitution 
Balti.more oun 
Boston Herald 
Burlington Free Press 
Ch1.cago 'rrloune 
De..llas Tlmes Herald 
Denver Post. 
Des Moines Reg~ster 
Detrolt. Free .J:Tess 
Deseret Ne1·1s Telegram 
Kansas City Star 
Los Angeles Ti.mes 
Louisville Couri.er 
I•fiam~ Herald 
l'ftl-vmukee Journal 
Ne~r York Times 
New York Herald Tribune 
Portland Oregonian 
Philadelphia Bulletin 
Portland Press Herald 
Providence Journal 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
San Francisco Chronicle 
st. Louis Post Dispatch 
iilasl1ington Post 
Christian Science Monitor 
x - Used in the Study 
- Not Published 
- Unavailable; 
XiY 
December 
Jan. 
2 6 8 27 2 29 30 31 l 
. i . X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X : 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X x : X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X x- X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X . X X X X X 
X X X : X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X~ X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X' X x- X X X 
X X X X X X X 
I·. 
•, , X X X X X X 
X X X X X X X 
X X X x · x· X I 
X X X X X X X 
X X X X X 
CHART B- Part III . 
Atlanta C.onsti tution 
Baltimore sun 
Boston Herald 
Burlington Free Press 
Chicago Tribune 
Dallas Times Herald 
Denver Post 
Des Moines Register 
Detroit Free Press 
Deseret .N.evlS reJ.egram 
Kansas City Star. 
Los Angeles Times 
Louisville Courier 
Miami Herald 
Hih1aukee Jour-..aal 
Ne't·T York Times 
Ne\v York Herald Tribune 
Portland Oregonian 
Philadelphia Bulletin 
Po:btland Press Herald 
~rovidence JoUM~al 
Richmond Ti.mes Dispatch 
Sgn Fr~cisco ChronT6Ie 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
Vlashingt on Post 
Christian Science Monitor 
x: - Used in the Study 
- Not Published 
-
1 
- Unavailable 
22 . 23 
X 
X X 
X X 
X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
x · ' 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X x· 
X X 
X ... ,. 
"""" . ·• 
X 
X X 
X X 
X ' .. 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X 
x1r 
January 
24 2S , 26 27 28 
. 
X X X X X 
X X X x : x · 
X X X X :X:: 
X X X X x : 
X X X X . 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
x · X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X : ... 
x · X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
: X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
X X X X X 
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\'lorld Communications, (Paris, 1951) ~ p. 16 
2. International Press Institute, The Flow of the NeH·s, 
(Zurich, 1953), p. 217 
3. New York Herald Tribune, Dec. 29, 1954. 
4. Denver Post, Dec. 30~ 1954. 
5. Louisville Courier~ Jan 1~ 1955. 
6. Deseret Ne1,·1s Telegram, Dec. 28, 1954. 
7. h~te~ David M.~ Coding Manual for Schools of 
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CH.J\PTER I 
Al"\J OVER.l\LL VIE'VI BY CATEGORIES 
In the three weeks of this study a total of 706 
stories concerning Africa appeared in the 26 newspapers 
studied. The tot al length of these stories \·ras 6,510.50 
inches. 
The greatest number of stories appeared in c ategory 3 
(FOREIGN RELATIONS). There \ve:ee 233 stories in this category 
totalling 2~072.75 inches. Percentage--v;ise this category 
accounted for 33.0% of t he total stories, and 31.8% of the 
total inches. 
The next l argest number of stories appeared in c ate-
gory 2 (POLITICAL). This category had 192 stories totalling 
1, 833.50 inches, and 28.2% of the total inches. 
Third on the list l•ras category 12 (FIID'"J.AN I NTEP..EST) 
1-'li th 128 stories totalling 1~ 554.25 inches. These accounted 
for 18.1% of t he total stories and 23.9% of the total inches. 
Each of the follmving categ ories contributed from 1.6% 
to 4.8% of the tota l number of stories, and from 0.4% to 3.0% 
of the total inches: ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS, CRI~~, 
JUDICIAL ili~D LEGAL, DISASTER, SOCIAL MEASUP~S. 
Categories 7 (EDUCATION, SCIENCE, Al:-ID TECHNI CAL 
DEVELOP~ENTS) and 14 (SPORTS) each contributed less t han one 
-1-
per cent of the total stories and inches. 
Category 1 ( W~~) contributed no stories. 
It is obvious that three categories, POLITICAL, FOR-
EIGN RELATIONS, and Hm~Uq INTEREST, contributed the ma jor 
portion of African nevrs during this study. On a percentage 
basis these three categories accounted for 78 .3% of t he total 
stories, and 83.9% of the total inches. 
Chart C on the follov;ing page pr-ovides a complete 
breakdm·m by categories of the Africe..n ne\.;s that appeared in 
the 26 nelvspapers during the period of this study. 
2 
oo 
1500 
00 
l 
N!...!....!::...:::...----l 
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0 
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CHART : c: - Par·t II 
GOJ:,IFLETE _ BREP..YJJOVlN BY CATEGORIES 
CAT. ·roTAL INCHES % OF TOTAL NO~ OF.- STORIES % OF TOTAL 
1 o.oo oo.o 0 oo.o 
2 1~833.50 28.2 192 27.2 
3 2~072.75 31.8 233 33.0 
.l!. 7.00 00.1 1 00.1 
5 155.75 02.4 18 02.5 
6 178.00 02.7 23 03.3 
7 59.25 00.9 4 00.6 
8 117 .so 01.8- 15 02.1 
9 28.75 00.4 11 01.8 
10 192.75 03.0 34 04.8 
11 159.00 02.4 30 O.lJ-.2 
12 1,554.25 23.9 128 18.1 
13 130.25 02.0 11 01.6 
14 21.75 00.3 6 00.8 
6,510.50 99.9 706 99.9 
CHAPTER II 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE I NDIVIDUAL CATEGORIES 
CATEGORY 1 - ~'TAR 
During the time this study vras made, no military 
operat ions that could be classified as war took place in 
Africa. There \vere skirmishes an.d minor battles such as those 
I 
t hat took place betvTeen French troops and North African rebels, 
1 
but these v1ere primarily political in nature~ and as such 
-vmre listed lUlder category 2 (POLITICAL). 
CATEGORY 2 - POLITICAL 
This category, vThich accounted for 27.2% of the total 
stories recorded, emphasized news from tvm areas. Of the 192 
stories in the category, 171 originated in Egypt and French 
North Africa. 
Ninety-six of these came from Egypt and vTere chiefly 
concerned vri th the overthrNT of the Naguib g overnment by 
Gamal Abdel Nasser. 
This story vras covered by all 26 ne\rs papers, a:n.d in 
most cases the initial story appeared on page one. 
The 75 stories in the category vrhich originated in 
French North Africa (Tunisia, Morocco, and Algeria) v1ere pri-
ma rily about the rebellion in that area a gainst French rule. 
The stories invariably concerned strikes~ riots~ 
sabotage~ and battles bet1·reen French troops and North Afr ican 
guerrillas . 
From the Union of South Jl..fri ca came llt- stories in 
category 2. These stories '\vere evenly divided bet1·reen Prime 
Hinister Strijdom' s attempts to curtail the voting rights of 
the Cape Province 1 s 50,000 colored (mixed blood) voters· ~ and 
Daniel F. 11-Ialan 1 s retirement from the Prime Minister 1 s p ost. 
Thus, all but seven stories in category 2 originated 
in three areas , Egypt, irench North Africa, and the Union of 
South L\frica. The seven stories from outside those areas 
concerned relatively insignificant political activities in 
other c o1.mtrie s. 
CATEGORY 3 - FOREIGN RELATIONS 
This~ the category \vith the largest representation , 
both in number of stories and total inches~ accounted for 
33.0% of the total number of stories . 
Of the 233 stories in this category~ 1L~9 originated 
in :rour areas , vrhile 77 concerned the continent as a 1·rhole. 
Egypt again vras the chief contributor T;ri th 82 stories. 
The majority of these stories concerned Egypt's relat ions I•Tith 
Israel. Also numerous ·Here stories about Arab League meet-
ings in Cairo. 
The majority of the 77 stories in this category 
relating to J...fri c a as a vrhole concerned the proposed Asia-
6 
1\frica conference to be held in April~ 1955. There were also 
a fe'..r stories -v;hich dealt ,,rith the problems of the Arab 1·rorld . 
The 41 stories in tl1...is category vlhich originated in 
French North Africa concerned attempts of the French g overn-
ment to iron out their differences 1·rith the colonial g overn-
ments end their dema nds for more home rule. 
The pr•oposed union betvreen Egypt and the Sudan (f or-
merly the Anglo-Egyptian Sudcn) ·was responsible for 15 stories 
Hhich originated in the Sudan. 
British ~ast Africa contributed 11 stories in c ate-
g ory 3~ 11hich , 1-rith one e x ception, concerned Britain's deci -
sion to restore the ex iled Ifutesa II as Kabc:.k a (Ki ne; ): of 
Buganda, in British-protected Uga~da . 
The one exception 1·.ras a story from Nairobi , Kenya , 
con cern ing an AJ:nerice..n whose pas sport \·ras r ·evoked by t he 
United States State De pe..rtment because he became involved in 
the Hau Mau prob lem. 
CATEGORY 4 - DEFENSE 
One story dealing 1·ri th an Egypti an e..mmuni tion fe,c-
tory fell in this categ ory. Stories concerning prop osed 
defense treaties mnong Arab League members ·'i'lere clas s ified as 
forei gn relat ions, since during the period of this study no 
definite defense a greements or committments vrere made . 
CATEGORY 5 - ECONOMIC 
Ei ghteen stories appeared in this category~ nine of 
7 
·vrhich originated in three countries~ Egypt , Liberia~ end the 
Gold Coast . These stories 1·rere similar in nature and concerned 
various phases of economic p.ctivity vrithin the respective 
countries. 
The Egyptian stories concerned the efforts of Primier 
Nasser to build up the Egyptian economy. 
CATEGORY 6 . - CULTURAL 
As in the other categories, .Egypt , 1·rith 12 of the 23 
stories~ led the contributors. The Egyptian stories concerned 
archaeological discoveries near the great . pyramid of Cheeps. 
The remainder of the cultural category 'i'Tas chiefly 
made up of philatelic neus conerning ne1v issues of postage 
stamps by various countries. 
CATEGORY 7 - EDUCATION , . SCIENCE, AND TECHNICAL DEVELOP!•jENTS 
Only four stories a ppeal"ed in this category~ t\·ro of 
1vhich originated in Ethiopia. This categ ory contributed only 
o .6;~ of the total number of st cries and can be considered 
insign.ificant. 
CATEGORY 8 - RELIGIOus·. 
The 15 stories in this category 1·rere evenly divided 
bet\ieen missionary nevrs , and reports of the lvlRA (Moral Rearma-
ment Assembly) meetings as they related to Africa . 
CATEGORY 9 - CRIME 
The 11 stories in this categ ory totalled only 28 .75 
8 
inches, or 0.4% of the total inches. These stories involved 
minor crimes, escaped convicts, and murder. £.1any stories 
originating from French North Africa e.t first glance appeared 
to be in the Crime category. Ho11ever~ closer inspection 
s h mved these crimes to be politically motivated, and such 
stories 1-1ere placed in category 3 (POLITICAL) . 
CATEGORY 10 - JUDICIAL AND LEGAL 
Thirty-four stories 1vere recorded in: this· category~ 
31 or which originated in. Egypt. The Egyptian stories dealt:. 
;,-vi th t he trial of eight Je\'TS vrho ,;-;ere accused of spying for 
Israel, and also, the trial of 64 Moslem leaders uho i.vere 
accused of attempting to overthrovv the Egyptian government . 
The remaining stories concerned court decisions in 
Libya, Kenya, and the Union of South Africa. 
CATEGORY 11 - DISASTEK 
This category accm.mted for 4:.8% of the tot a l number 
of stories. Egypt again ,,ras the chief c ontri but or ·Hi th 22 
stories concerning the blocking of the Suez c~~al. 
The five stories from French North .t'li'rica concerned 
an earthquake and a train i'rreck . Stories about a tremendous 
S\·rarm of locusts that threatened to destroy thousro1.ds of 
acres of crops in . French North .~-\frica 1'lould have come under 
the heading of Disaster except for the manner in i'rhich the 
nev;spapers handled these stories. 
Crop darnage ;,vas not mentioned~ bu.t the fact the.t 
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Algerians -vrere capturing the locusts in sacks a.:.11.d boiling 
them to eat 1·ras given fro11t-pag e play in several papers-. 
Therefore, these stories -vrere considered to represent oddities 
in human nature~ and vrere placed in category 12 (HUMAN I NTER• 
EST )~ even though the locusts 1vere doing thousm1.ds of dollars 
i"rorth of d amage to crops. 
CATEGORY 12 - Hill1AN INTE.REST .· 
The Hu~ro1. Interest .category ranked third in total 
inches ru1d number of stories. 
P~though Egypt :vras the leadi:ng originator of Human 
Interest stories, ten other areas made relatively large con-
tributions to tlrls category. Thls 1·ras the only category in. 
1vhi ch a fairly 11ide representation of countries 1·ras in evi-
dence. 
The stories ranged in interest from the above-men-
tioned ~~gerians eating locusts to hairdressers of French 
Equatorial Africa. In addition there l'rere a large number of 
stories about the non-political activities of various rulers 
of l~rican countries. 
CATEGORY 13 - SOCIAL l~ASURES 
Only 11 stories appeared in this relatively impor-
tant category. As might be expected, the Union of South 
Africa 1'lith its multitude of social problems vras the c:b..ief 
orig inator of stories in this category. 
The seven stoi•ies from the Union of South Africa 1·rere 
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about a slum clearance project in Johannesburg. 
Actually, the reasons behind this sl~un clearance are 
strictly political~ but the seven stories made no mention of 
the political implications~ and therefore were classified ll1 
categ ory 13. Other stories on the same subject i·rhich stressed 
the pol itical motives behind the slum clearance vTere placed 
in category 2 (POLITICAL). 
CATEG·ORY 14 - SPORTS 
The six stories in this category amounted to only 
0.3% of the total number of inches. Their subject matter 
covered a soccer ga~e , bicycle races~ and boxing. 
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CHAPTER III 
AN ANALYSIS BY COUNTRY 
As is clearly shovm in the tables at the end of this 
chapter, four areas were the dominant contributors of .Af'rican 
news during the period studied. 
Egypt, French North Africa, the Union of South Arrica, 
and .Af'rica as a vlhole, vmre the sources of 83.4% of the total 
number of stories. From these four areas originated 5,395.75 
inches of nevrs, or 82.9% of the total inches recorded. 
Egypt proved to be the largest individual source of 
ne1vs v-Tith 296 stories totalling 2~759.75 inches. 
!Ji:ore than half of Egypt 1 s total came from tv;o cate-
gories , POLITICAL ruLd FOREIGN RELATIONS • . 
This \·laS due to the fact that during this study the 
g over:n.rnent of Egypt \vas overthrovm , resulting in a flood of 
stories describing the political situation there. 
Als o, shortly after Nasser took over as head of the 
Egyptian government, he attempted to form a block of Arab 
opposition to the proposed defense pact between Iraq and 
Turkey. Stories stem~ing from that source, plus the ones 
dealing vd th the explosive situation bet'\'leen Egypt and Israel 
resulted in the large number of stories in the FOREIGN RELA.;.. 
TIOFS category. 
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One hundred stories related to all~ or l arge areas 
of Africa. These totalled 1~341.50 inches. Seventy-seven of 
these stories fell in the FOREIGN RELATIONS category since 
they concerned the proposed Afro-Asian conference. It was 
necessary to group these stories m~der the general heading of 
Afri ca because so many individual countries were involved in 
the same ~Dories. 
The 15 African stories \vhich tvere classified as 
~~N I NTEREST totalled 452.75 inches. They consisted of long 
featu.re stories discussing such topics as the Il~oslem vlorld, 
r a in-making in Africa, big-game hunting, etc. Since they did 
not refer to any one particular co~mtry~ or associated coun-
tries, t hese stories were also grouped under the general head-
i ng of Africa. 
Algerian, T~misia, and French Horocco -v;ere grouped 
together under French North Africa, since many stories referred 
to all three areas. Together, these three areas originated 
135 stories, or 19.1% of the total recorded. Here again the 
majority of stories fell in tvm categories, POLITICAL and 
FOREIGN RElATIDNS . 
During the time this study was conducted the nation-
alist movement in French North Africa \•ras extremely active. 
The resultant riots, strikes, sabotage, and guerilla skirmishes 
uere t he source of 75 stories in the POLITICAL categ ory. 
At the same time the French government in Paris was 
nego·tiating a s et t lement v-ri th French North African leaders, 
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and 41 stories in category 3 (FOREIGN RELATIONS) came from this 
source. 
The Union of South Africa "'ras the fourth largest indi-
vidual contributor '.'lith 58 stories totalling 559.00 inches. 
This country an.d Egypt originated stories in all but tvro of 
the 14 categories. They were the only areas so represented. 
Category 2 (POLITICAL) a...Yld category 12 (.HUN1\JJ INTEl'{..:.. 
EST) accounted for 33 of the 58 stories from the Union of 
South Africa. C.ategory 13 (SOCIAL HEASURES) had seven stories 
totalling 81 .75 inches, the most that appeared in this cate-
gory from any individual com1try. 
British East Africa \·rith 25 stories, Libel""'ia uith 17, 
the Sudan ·with 16, an.d British \vest lu'rica uith 12 1·rere the 
only other areas originating more tl~ ten stories. 
There were no stories from Angola, British South 
Africa, French Somali land, 1-1ozambique ~ Portuguese Guinea~ and 
Somalilo..nd. 
The tables on the follovring pages provide complete 
breakdovms of the number of stories, total inches, and the 
categories in 1·1hich the stOl"ies vrere plac.ed. 
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COUNTRY - 1 
BREAKDOi.JN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES No-~ OF STORIES INCHES 
l 0 0 f"'"' J . ........ \.. 1 
2 75 321.50 
3 41 343.25 
4 0 o.oo ,, 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 1 2.00 
10 0 o.oo 
11 5 17.50 
12 12 36.25 
13 0 o.oo 
14 l 3:5.o00 
.. 
~ ~ ~ . -
TOTALS : 135 735.50 
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COtn\fTRY - 2 
BREAiill0\1N BY CATEGORIES 
. . - .- -~ i - - - -- - -
CATEGORIES No--. OF STORIES I NCHES 
- - -· w ·' 
1 0 o. oo 
2 1 1 . 25 
3 15 1.11-2.25 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
1, 
9 0 O.DO 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 0 o. oo 
, ... 
_:; 0 o. oo 
14 0 . ·. · 0.00 
TOTALS : 16 143 . 50 
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COUNTRY - 3 
BREALWmVN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES N'O. OF STORIES I NCHES 
. 1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 0 o. oo 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o:.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 0 o. oo 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : 0 o.oo 
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COUNTRY - 4 
BREAKDOi'TN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 1 44 . 50 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o.oo 
5 l 41 . 00 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o. oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 6 178~00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o. oo 
TOTALS: 8 263.50 
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COUNTRY - 5 
BREAKDQT.•lN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 3 6 .75 
3 11 91 ... 25 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o.oo 
a 2 6 . 25 
./ 
10 1 2 . 00 
11 0 o.oo 
12 8 127 . 50 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : 25 233 .75 
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COUl'JTRY - 6 
BREAKDO~ill BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO; OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o. oo 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o. oo 
9 0 o.oo 
1 0 0 o. oo 
11 0 o. oo 
12 0 o. oo 
l .... 
_:; 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : 0 o. oo 
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COUNTRY - 7 
BREAKDmvN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES n ,TCHES 
1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o. oo 
3 1 4 . 00 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 4 17 . 50 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o. oo 
12 7 64 . 50 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o. oo 
TOTALS : 12 86 . 00 
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COUNTRY - 8 
BREAKDOT.'llif BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I NCHES-
1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 0 o. oo 
4 0~ o.oo 
5 2 3 . 75 
6 1 0 . 75 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 0 . 00 
9 0 o. oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
1 2 3 13 . 25 
13 1 24 . 00 
14 0 o. oo 
TOTALS : 7 41.75 
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COUIITTRY - 9 
BREAKDO\ffl BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 96 1 ~ 213 . 75 
3 82 71~2.25 
4 1 7 . 00 
5 5 26 . 50 
6 12 108.50 
7 0 o.oo 
8 3 26 . 50 
9 4 7 . 75 
10 31 125.50 
11 22 139.25 
12 35 335 . 50 
l-3 2 23 . 50 
14 3 3.75 
TOTALS : 296 2,759 . 75 
com~TRY - 10 
BREAKDOVlN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 - 0 o.oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 1 15 .75 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 2 41 . 25 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o. oo 
12 5 17 . 00 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o. oo 
TOTALS : 8 7L~ . oo 
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COUNTRY - 11 
BBEAKDOi'lN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I:NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 0 o.oo 
""7 0 o.oo :J 
4 0 0 .00 
5 0 o. oo 
6 2 7 .• '7 5 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 4 46 .75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : 6 54.50 
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COUNTHY - 12 
BREA..iillmVN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGOHIES NO • . OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 0 o. oo 
3 0 o. oo· 
4. 0 o.oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o. oo 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o. oo 
12 0 o. oo 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 0 o. oo 
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COUNTRY - 13 
BREAlillO\ffl BY CATEGORIES 
C.::~-:tEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o. oo 
3 0 o. oo 
4 0 o. oo 
5 1 29 . 00 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o. oo 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o. oo 
12 1 1 . 00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : ·: 2 30 . 00 
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COUNTRY - 14 
BREAKDOi:'I'N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 1 35 . 00 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o.oo 
5 3 31 . 25 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 3 1 2 . 50 
9 0 o. oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o. oo 
12 0 o.oo 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : 7 78 . 75 
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COUNTRY - 15 
BREAKDO\ffl BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO~ OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o.oo 
5 4 4.25 
6 3 8.00 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 10 17.50 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 17 29.75 
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COUNTRY - 16 
BREAKD0\1N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 2 11.50 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 0 .75 
11 0 o. oo 
12 2 38.50 
13 1 1.00 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS:: 6 51.75 
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COUNTRY - 17 
BREAKDO\·T.N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 0 o.~o 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 0 o.oo 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 0 o.oo 
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COUNTRY - 18 
BR&~illOvm BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORI ES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 0 0 . 00 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o. oo 
9 0 o. oo 
1 0 0 o.oo 
1 1 0 o. oo 
12 0 o.oo 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : · 0 o. oo 
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COIDTTRY - 19 
BRE.AYJ)OWI'IJ BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o.oo 
3 0 o. oo 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 ! i . OO 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 1 1.00 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 1 25.50 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : " 3 27 .50 
com~·:rRY - 20 
BRE ... hlillO\•JN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o. oo 
2 0 o. oo 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 0 o. oo 
7 0 o. oo 
8 0 o. oo 
9 0 o. oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 0 o. oo 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o. oo 
TOTALS : 0 o.oo 
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COUNTRY - 21 
BREAiillO\ITN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 14 205 . 25 
3 3 34 . 75 
4 0 o. oo 
5 1 4 . 50 
6 2 21 . 00 
7 1 14 . 00 
8 2 25 ... 50 
9 3 11 . 75 
10 1 14. 50 
11 3 3 . 75 
12 19 139 . 25 
13 7 81.75 
14 2 3 . 00 
TOTALS : 58 559 . 00 
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COUNTRY - 22 
BREAKDOWN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES No·; OF STORI ES I NC:F-IES 
1 0 o. oo 
2 1 19 . 50 
3 77 783 . 25 
4 0 o. oo 
5 1 15 .50 
6 2 31 . 00 
7 1 4 . 00 
8 3 35 . 50 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o. oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 15 452 . 75 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS : 100 1 , 341 . 50 
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CHAPTER IV 
AFRICAN NE\ITS AS IT APP.1AHED IN . THE INDIVIDUAL NE1ifSPAPERS 
The performances of the individual news papers in pre-
senting news of Africa vras extremely varied. They ranged from 
the 63 inches of paper 001 to the 829 inches of p aper 016. 
Geo~~aphically~ the locations of the papers seemed to 
have little bearing on the amount of African nev;s presented . 
The East, South, J:.fid-i'lest, and t he Far V/est he.d newspapers 
vrhich ran above the average for papers in this study in the 
amount of African ne i·rs published. Similarly~ these areas \'rere 
also represented by nev.rspapers 1·rhich fell belmv the average 
number of inches of African ne,;rs. 
THo papers (016 and 026) accm.mted for 25% of the 
total number of inches recorded during tllis study. Paper 016~ 
in addition to running more Afric an ne"lvS (829 inches), als o 
presented the best b a lru1ce, having stories in all but one cate-
g ory (ex cluding c ateg ory 1 i n \·rhich no stories i·rere recorded 
durins this stl'.dy). 
Paper 0 26 , althou.gh second in total number of inches 
of Af ri can ne1vs , vms lacking in balance. Six categ ories 
(excluding c ateg ory 1) VTere n ot represen ted b y a single Bt ory . 
Paper 017, 1:Thi ch r ac'1ked t:h~rd in amount of Afric an 
n ei·TS c arried, also he.d six c ate g ories in 1·rhich no stories ivere 
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recorded. 
Paper 013 ~ vl i t h 363 i n ches of Africen ne1vs , h ad 
better balan ce i·Ti th only t~·ro categ ories lacking coverage. On e 
other paper ( 015) shovred better than. avel'"'age balan.ce 1·ri th all 
but tbree categ ories represented~ although the total nUlnber• 
of inches of African ne v1s carried amou11ted to only 264 inches. 
Hm·Iever, even the papers 1:1i th the best balance failed 
to present a truly balanced coverage of the nevTS. As the 
figures from Chapter I indicate, all papers ·were most heavily 
represented in th..ree categ ories, POLITICAL, FOP..EIGH RELATIONS, 
an d HUJYIAN INTEREST. 
· only one paper (006 ) ' had no stories in categ ory 3 
(FOREIGN REL...li..T IONS) ~ ru1.d one other paper (010) had no stories 
in categ ory 12 (I-Iill1P~.N I NTEREST) . 
All but t1vo papers ( 016 and 026) depended on the ne1·rs 
agencies as their chief' source of Afri can nevrs. Papers 016 
and 026 maintain t heir mm corresp ondents in v arious sections 
of Africa . As vrould be expected, these t";vO papers presented 
far more backgrou..Y).d and interpretive ne,·rs than the other 24 
nevrspapers . 
The 24 papers 1·rho de lJended on the nevlS agencies pre-
sented .A.fricen neivs primarily in the form of striaght nevrs 
stories, ivith an occ asional interpretive feat1..1.re. 
The chart on the folloviing page shovTS the profiles of 
the tvro ne1:rspapers (016 and 026) that carried the most inches 
of African ne\vs, as compared to the median performance of the 
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other 24 nevtspa.pers. 
This chart clearly shOi·TS the preponderance of neio-tS 
appearing in the POLITICAL, FOP.EIGN BELATIONS, a11.d HUMAN I.NTERo-
EST .- categories. Also~ the chart shovts the similarity in pro-
files of papers 016 and 026 e..nd the other· 21J- papers , thus indi-
cating that Vlhile t 1vo papers carried a great de a ::)_ more A:frica.n 
ne1·rs in comparison vtith the other papers, their performance 
1·ras superior in quantity rather than in balance. 
The tables follm-ring the chart shm-t the breakdovm 
b,y categ ory of African ne1·1s as it appeared in the individual 
ne\·ts papers. 
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PROFILE COMPARISON 
4oo 
375 
6 7 6 
CATEGORIES 
NEW YORK Tl M ES 
--- -CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
----MEAN PROFILE OF .2.lt- NE.WSPAPE.RS 
-f.::-
0 
1~1 
CHART D - Part II 
~JEW' YORK TIHES. 
CATEGORY INCRES.-
1 o.oo 
2 195 .75 
3 357.00 
4 o.oo 
5 39.75 
6 40.50 
7 4o.oo 
8 15.25 
9 02.00 
10 20.75 
11 18.25 
12 87.00 
13 9.00 
14 3.75 
L~2 
Cl~\RT D - Part III 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONI'rOR 
CATEGORY INCHES 
- . - -' -
1 o.oo 
2 48 . 00 
3 326 . 25 
4 o.oo 
5 31~00 
6:: 32 . 50 
7 o. oo 
8 o.oo 
9 o.oo 
10 16 . 75 
11 o.oo 
12 309 o00 
13 55 . 50 
14 o.oo 
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CHART D - Part IV 
I·1EAN PERFOillfu\NCE OF THE 24 NEVTSPAPERS-
CATEGORY INCHES 
1 o. oo 
2 66". 24 
3 57 . 90 
4 . 29 
5 3 . 54 
6:. 4 . 38 
7 .so 
8 4.26 
9 1 . 11 
10 6 . 47 
11 5 . 86 
12 48 .26 
13 2 . 74 
14 . 75 
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PAPER - 001 
BREAKDOWN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 2 21.50 
3 2 27.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 7.25 
11 1 5.50 
12 1 1.75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
-
TOTALS: 7 63.00 
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PAPER - 002 
BREAKDO\YN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
l 0 o.oo 
2 10 152.25 
3 18 115.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 1 41.00 
6 2 19.50 
7 0 o.oo 
8 1 11.50 
9 1 3.50 
10 1 7.50 
11 0 o.oo 
12 5 50.75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 39 401.00 
LJ-6 
PAPER - 003 
BREAKDOVlN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 3 34.50 
3 4 32.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 4.75 
11 2 6 . 00 
12 2 32.75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS': 12 110.00 
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PAPER - 004 
BREJL.1ffiOWN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES . INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 2 25.00 
3 4 31.75 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 7.25 
11 2 10.50 
12 4 18.00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 13 92.50 
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PAPER - 005 
BREAKDm'lN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHEs· 
1 0 o.oo 
2 8 110.50 
3 7 41.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 1 1.75 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 2 7.25 
10 2 2.75 
11 2 15.25 
12 3 55.75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 ·o .. o.oo 
TOTALS: · 25 234.25 
PAPER - 006 
BREAiillOvm BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES·. NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 4 21.25 
3 0 o.oo 
4 0 o.oo 
5 2 17.00 
6 1 9.00 
7 0 0.00 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 2 8.00 
12 10 33.75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
'l'OTALS: 19 89.'00 
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PAPER - 007 
BREAKDOitlN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES- NO~ OF STORIES= INCHES:_ 
1 0 o-.oo 
2 5 19.75 
3 10 79.00 
4 0 o. oo 
5 1 7.50 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 3.00 
11 1 4.00 
12 8 156.00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: : 26 269.25 
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PAPER - 008 
BREAICDOiiN · BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 6 102.75 
3 5 31.00 
4 '0 o.oo 
5 1 1.oo 
6:. 2 21·.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8. 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o·.oo 
12 6 108.50 
13 2 30.50 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 22 294.75 
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PAPER - 009 
BREAKDO\VN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES I NCHES . 
1 0 o.oo 
2 7 41.50 
3 6 16.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 1 8.00 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 1.00 
11 1 2.25 
12 6 68.25 
13 0 o.oo 
14 1 2.00 
TOTALS: : 2:5 139.00 
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PAPER - 010 
BREAKDOWN BY ·CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 0~00 
2 7 76.50 
3 5 66.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 1 2.00 
7 0 o.oo 
8 1 2.00 
9 0 o.oo 
10 2 4.75 
11 0 o.oo 
12 0 o.oo 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 ·o.oo 
TOTALS: 16 147.25 
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P.t~.PER - 011 
BREAKDOi'l.N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO'~ OF STORIES INCEES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 6 53.75 
3 8 38.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 1 6.25 
9 0 o.oo 
10 2 13.00 
11 0 o.oo 
12 4 5·-75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: : 21 116.75 
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PAPER - 012 
BREAKDOHN BY CATEGORIES 
• CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 8 119.75 
3 7 77.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 1 1,.75 
7 1 14.00 
8 4 51.00 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 3.00 
11 3 8.25 
12 4 9.00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 29 283.75 
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PAPER - 013 
BREAICDOWN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF -STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 5 91.25 
3 9 63.75 
4 1 7.00 
5 1 3.00 
6 3 22.25 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 1 -75 
10 2 12.50 
11 1 5.00 
12 6 148.00 
13 1 8.50 
14 1 1.00 
TOTALS: 31 363.00 
II 
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P.!U'ER - 014 
BREAKDOVlN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 3 17.00 
3 11 102.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 10.50 
11 2 5.75 
12 2 3.50 
13 1 15.75 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 20 154.50 
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PAPER - 015 
BREAKDmffl BY CATEGORIES -
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 7 47.75 
3 3 12.50 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 1 12.00 
7 1 4.00 
8 1 4 .50 
9 3 9.25 
10 1 6.00 
11 3 13.50 
12 6 139.50 
13 0 o.oo 
14 1 15.00 
TOTALS: 27 264.00 
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PAPER - 016 
BREAKDm·l.N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORI ES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 23 195.75 
3 42 357.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 6 39.75 
6 4 40.50 
7 1 40.00 
8 3 15.25 
9 2 2.00 
10 2 20.75 
11 2 18.25 
12 9 87.00 
13 3 9.00 
14 3 3.72 
TOTALS : 100 829.00 
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PAPER - 017 
BRE.~Ovm BY CATEGORIES . 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 14 139.75 
3 18 152.75 
4 0 o.oo 
5 1 5.00 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 1 15.50 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 4.50 
11 1 9.50 
12 8 107.00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 44 434.00 
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P.APER- 018 
BREAKDOVlN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 7 53.25 
3 4 40.25 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 1 6.75 
7 0 0~ 00 
8 1 3.00 
9 1 2.75 
10 0 o.oo 
11 1 7.75 
12 5 35.75 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 20 149.25 
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PAPER - 019 
BREAKDOTl/J:{ BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORI ES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 4 27.25 
3 2 21.00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
a 0 o.oo 
./ 
10 2 5.00 
11 2 15.00 
1 2 3 4 . 25 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 13 72.50 
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PAPER - 020 
BREAKDO"VlN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES No·. OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 6 44.50 
3 4 55.75 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 1 1.25 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 7.00 
11 0 o.oo 
12 7 8.00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 'I 
TOTALS: 19 116.50 
I, 
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PAPER - 021 
BRE .. l\.KDOVl.N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 10 82.50 
3 8 76.25 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 1 3.75 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 8 .50 
11 2 7.00 
12 4 10.25 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 26 188.25 
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PAPER - 022 
BREAKDOWN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 11 102.75 
3 9 68.75 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 1 3 .50 
10 1 7.75 
11 1 7.00 
12 4 8.25 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: ~ 27 198.00 
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PAPER - 023 
BREAKDO\'IN BY CATEGORIES : 
CATEGORIES No : OF STORTES . I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 3 16 . 50 
3 6 35 . 25 
4 0 o. oo 
5 0 o. oo 
6 2 6 . 00 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 1 7 . 00 
11 1 3.50 
12 4 24 . 75 
13 0 o. oo 
14 0 o. oo 
TOTALS : 17 93 . 00 
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PAPER - 024 
BRE.AKDO\n!N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES . NO:. OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 11 106.25 
3 13 105.24 
4 0 o.oo 
5 1 .75 
6 0 o.oo 
7 0 o.oo 
8 1 1.50 
9 0 o.oo 
10 0 o.oo 
11 0 o.oo 
12 6 63 .25 
13 1 11.00 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: · 33 288.25 
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P.-\PER - 025 
BRE.A.KDO\•TN BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO . OF STORIES INCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 8 96 .00 
3 8 90 . 00 
4 0 o.oo 
5 0 o.oo 
6 1 :· 1 \. QQ 
7 0 o.oo 
8 1 7.00 
9 0 o .. oo 
10 6 32 . 25 
11 1 8 . 50 
12 6 66 . 00 
13 0 o.oo 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: 31 300.75 
PAPER - 026 
BREAKDOVl.N BY CATEGORIES 
CATEGORIES NO~ OF STORIES I NCHES 
1 0 o.oo 
2 12 48 .00 
3 19 326.25 
4 0 o.oo 
5 2 31.00 
6 3 32.50 
7 0 o.oo 
8 0 o.oo 
9 0 o.oo 
10 2 16.75 
11 0 o.oo I 
II 12 5 309.00 
13 3 55.50 
14 0 o.oo 
TOTALS: · 46 819.00 
CHi\.PTER V 
CONCLUSION 
\'lith the facts and fi gures behind us it is nm'l 
possible to attempt an evaluation of the picture of Africa 
as presented in, the ne\'Tspapers used in this study. 
It vTould be very easy to criticize all 26 netmpapers 
on the lack of balru1.ce they shmved in presenting African 
ne\vS. The fact that three categories (POLITICAL, FOREIGN 
RELATIONS, and Hill,ffiN INTEREST ) o.ccounted for 78.3% of the 
total stories ru1d 83.9% of the total inches recorded during 
this study~ provides a basis for such criticisms. 
Hov;ever ~ any valid criticisms must recognize that 
a neHspaper 1 s primary function is to satisfy its re~ders~ 
not to educate them. To continue performing any f~mction at 
all a ne\'/Spaper must o-perate as a profi t-shoi'ring enterprise, 
an_d to do so necessitates giving the readers 1vhat they 1·rant . 
i,·fith t hat premise in mind it is fairly obvious that 
the editors of the 26 nev1spapers believed their readers 
\vould be most interested in the ne11s vThich fell in the above-
mentioned three categories. 
Also, although I have no fi gures on which to base 
this opinion in rela tion to African neus , I believe the 
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various ne11s agencies operate on the same theory I'Ihen 
sending nevTS to this co1..mtry from 1\.frica . 
The follouing table shmvs the proportions in the 
coverage of foreign news by four nevTs a gencies ove r four 
sepa..rate -.-reeks in October , November , c:.nd December , 1952 ~ e.nd 
in Jc:m.uary , 1953 ~ as rep orted in The Flo-v; of the Nei'lS study. 
Category Agency A Agency B Agency c Agency D 
- ~ -~ 
Har 28.1 5.2 17 .7 12 . 9 
Politics 16.8 31.2 21 . 9 21 .7 
Foreign Relations 23 . 0 10.4 20 . 9 21.5 
Defense 5.6 5.1 . 2 . 8 4.5 
Economics 2.8 7.9 3 . 1 5.6 
Cultural .1 .9 . 5 .6 
Education & Science . 7 3.9 1.9 2.1 
Religion 2.2 2.6 3.3 3.2 
Crime 1.4 2.2 2.1 2.0 
Judicial & Legal 5.6 h . 7 6.2 5.3 
Disaster 4 .7 5.0 6 . 5 5 . 6 
Human Interest 7.9 17.6 12.5 12.7 
Socia l r..:reasures .5 1 . 1 . 3 1 . 0 
Sports .6 2.2 . 3 1.3 
100.0 100. 0 100 . 0 100 . 0 
The above table shm1s that four categ ories, WAR~ 
POLITICS, FOREIGN RElJ-o~.TIONS, and HID-11\N INTEREST h ad the 
l e.r gest percentage of coverage by the four neviS agencies 
tha t vmre used in The Flow of the News study. The above 
percentages are quite similar to those fol.ll1.d in this African 
study, -v;ith the exception of the VTA...hl,. category. (The r.o.i litar 
operations in Korea eilld Indochina dUl~ing the time of The 
Flmv of the NevTs study accounted for the stories in the 'dAR 
categ ory) 
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Using the above table as a basis it might be possible 
to lay the blame on~ the ne'\1S agencies for the lack of balance 
in foreign nevrs coverage in the American press. Hovrever ~ 
the neivs agencies are g overned to a great extent by the 
needs or demands of their subscribers• To this point it 
appears that few American newspapers have done much demanding 
fol"' a more galanced coverage of foreign nevvs. The reason 
for that, I believe, falls back on the readers. The ma jor-
ity of them, as yet~ are not interested in a balanced cover-
age of fol"'eign nevrs •' 
'rherefore, L1·rould conclude that the l a ck of balance 
of African ne1·rs observed in this study 1vas due pl"'imarily to 
the reading habits and desires of t he newspaper public, 
rather than an inadequate job by the press . \·fuether ol"' not 
the press was responsible for forming these habits an.d 
desires is another question. 
The next question tha t arises is, did the 26 nelm -
papers in this study devote enough s pace to African news ? 
The average, or mean amount of Afric an nevrs pu blished in. the 
26 papers over the three-vreek period vras 250.1~0 inches. 
Hmvever, that fi gure losed significance if you recall that 
t wo papers each contributed more than 800 inches of African 
ne\•TS • 
Therefore, the median performance of the 26 papers 
vrould g ive ua a more meru1.ingful figure to use for c omparison. 
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The median score of the 26 ne-vrspapers ivas 193 inches. 
This figure is far more representative of the average amount 
of Afri can ne1vs published than the mean figure of 250 inches. 
At first gla .. nce 193 inches seems an e xtremely small 
amount of African nel"lS to appear in a nevmpaper over a 
tbree -Heek period . Hmvever~ again v1e have to face reality 
and consider the fact that African ne11s must compete for 
space 1·1i th ne-vrs from Europe, Asia, and South .lll'nerica , not 
to menti on our m·m local and national scene. 
vlhen vie11ed in this respect the 193 inch mean figure 
is not surprising. At this time, ne1vspaper reader-interest . 
on foreign ne1·1s certainly points t oHa:rd Europe and Asia~ 
not Africa. 
The tw·o nevrspapers, the ' e11 York Times and the 
Christian Science I"'lonitor~ both of ;·rh:i:ch carried more than 
800 inches of African. ne-vrs during the three-1v-eek period, 
c run~ot be considered representative of the American press. 
Both p apers appeal to readers in the upper levels of educa-
tion and economic position. Bothp1pers are financially 
capable of maintaining their m·rn correspondents throughout 
the vrorld. Yet in spite of the fact that they g ive a more 
complete coverage of foreign nei·TS than other nevrspapers, 
they are not the leading papers ~ circulation-wise~ in their 
areas~ thus indicating that the majority of nevrspaper readers 
are not primarily interested in good foreign nevrs coverage ~ 
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even \·Then it is availab le . 
It is very important that \ve do not c.ondenm nevrs -
papers of lesser capabilities than the Times or r-'!onitor~ 
since no t-.,v-o papers operate under identical conditions . 
Compari s ons of the performances of nevrspapers are apt to be 
me~ningless , for who would e xpect the Burlington Free Press 
to match the Ne11 York Times in coverage of African ne-.,qs? 
Taking into consideration the varying ab ilities of 
t he 26 newspapers to cover African news , and t he fact that 
such news must compete f or s pace with many other important 
areas, I -vrould conc lude tha t African news received a fair 
and reasonable representation during the three-vreek period 
of this study . 
The next ph a se of this study to be evaluated is t he 
a mount of neivS originated in the various areas of Afric a . 
In CI-L>\P'TER III v-re s avr t ha t four areas w·ere the source of 
83.47~ of t he tot.al number of stories~ and 82.9% of the 
tot al number of inches . The preponderance of nev;s from 
t hese four areas shous t hat t he other 18 areas into vrhich 
the continent \vas divided for this study , c ontributed less 
t han 20% of t he total stories and inches recorded . 
That the four areas , Egypt , French North ~~rica~ 
the Union of Sout h Africa~ and Africa as a general topic~ 
should originate the. major portion of African ne1-rs is 
understandable . During the time of this study important 
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nevrs\wrthy events took place in those four areas . 
In Egypt~ the government headed by General Naguib 
\vas overthrmm and replaced by a group headed by Colonel 
Nasser; Britain be.gan evacuating the Suez Canal Zone under 
the terms of a treaty signed earlier; five Arab League 
n a tions, at a meeting in Cairo, rejected an invitation to 
join the vie stern-backed Iraqi-Turkish defense pact; ano. 
Egypt and Israel continued to be involved in a number of 
major disputes. 
In North Africa France faced a possible "Indochina" 
situation. Nationalist feelings in this area ran high~ and 
riots, strikes~ and pitched battles between government 
troops ru1d rebels resulted. The future of France's premier, 
Mendes-France~ appeared to depend heavily on- the success of 
his North Africru~ policies. 
In the Union of South Africa Prime ~ftnister Daniel 
Halan retired and vvas succeeded by Johannes Strijdom, vtho 
promptly stirred up South Africa's explosive race situation 
by proposing tighter racial segregation controls • 
.And at the same time the Union vras seeking a repub-
lice ..n form of government v.rhich \vould take it outside the 
British Commonwealth of Nations . 
The continent of Africa figures prominently in . the 
news as five Asian leaders announced that an African-Asian 
conference v.rould be held in April of 1955. The Central 
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African Federation, Egypt, Ethiopia~ Gold Coast, Liberia:~. 
Libya, a.nd the Sudan were listed as the African COlliitries 
1·rhi ch -vwuld be in vi ted to the conference. 
The conference takes on added significance in vievr 
of the fact that Red China, not Nationalist China, v;as 
invited to attend. 
i'fi th the above mentioned events taken into consid-
eration the reason vrhy the other 18 areas contributed less 
than 20% of the total stories and inches is perfectly clear. 
The described events v;ere of great enough importa.Ylce an.d 
reader interest in the eyes of nei·rspaper . editors and news 
agencies to vrarrant the relatively heavy play they received. 
The purpose of this study vras not to criticize the 
handling of African nevrs by a portion of the American press, 
but to accurately record, measure, and classify that ne1-rs 
in an attempt to determine the picture of Africa the news-
paper reader ;,-wuld form from reading that ne1vs. 
Generally speaking, if an -~erican read all the 
l!..frican nevrs available to him in his newspaper, ·he i·rould 
knovr something of the political and foreign affairs of the 
more important areas of Africa. 
He uou~d be poorly informed in all other aspects of 
.African nei·Ts vrith the exception of the human interest area. 
If the nevlSpaper he read 'tras either the Nevr York 
Times or the Christian Science 1Jlonitor more information. 
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1vould be available, but it ,,rould sti 11 be lacking in bala..YJ.ce. 
On the basis of figures revealed in this study~ I 
i·rould state that the American press does not provide its 
readers i·rith a complete and l·rell-bala.nced coverage of Afri-
can ne-vm. The picture that is presented is heavily weighted 
in certain types and sources of ne1m. 
Hovvever, until the typical ne-v1spaper reader evinces 
a greater interest in · foreign nevTS vre \vill have to be satis-
fied \"Ti th the coverage \ve no-vr get. It is my opinion that 
lli'lder the present system of foreign ne\vs coverage~ African 
neovrs received a fair representation during the period of 
this study. 
In the future Americans must~ and \·Till, become more 
c:v;.ral"'e of the imp~rtance of foreign ne1'1S. In the past ten 
years interest in foreign affairs has shovm a great increase. 
Perhaps the future lvill see t he American reader demanding 
a mope complete and palanced coverage of foreign nevrs. 
Perhaps the ne1vspapers can aid in: developing such a demand. 
At this time~ hmvever, the old adage ~ you can lead a horse 
to -vmter but you can 't make him driPJ-c~ seems to hold true. 
You can g ive the readers forei gn ne1vs~ but you can't make 
them read it. 
In ending , I \'lould say that the picture o-f Africa 
presented in the 26 papers examined is largely determined 
by the readers 1 interests It also seems safe to conclude 
77 
tha t ·. those interest are pl""edominantly concerned \vi th ne-vm 
that falls in the POLITIC.L\L, FOREIG-N REL.A:!IONS, and IIUM.AN 
INTEREST categories. 
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